Why Evidence Matters:'?

~, Evidence Over Ideology:
= Why Data Driven Drug Policy Produces Better Outcomes

Evidence matters when addressing drug policy as it directly affects...

¢ Public Health and Safety ¢ Government Spending ¢ Individual Rights

The magnitude of these issues shows how high the stakes are and why decisions
on policy must be grounded on research rather than politics, fear, or ideology.

What the Evidence Shows:*?

Evidence-based prevention,
treatment, and recovery strategies
produce better health outcomes
than policies shaped by moral
framing or punitive ideology.

Public health improves when drug
policy is guided by data, evaluation,
and long-term population health
indicators, rather than short-term
political goals.

Countries that prioritize science

over rhetoric demonstrate lower

drug-related mortality, reduced
transmission of infectious diseases,
and higher recovery success rates.
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Successful Data Driven Drug Policy Examples:**®
H H . . *
Mandated Prescription Drug Monitoring Programs > Hawaii’s Opportunity Probation with Enforcement %
(PDMPs) HOPE)
* These are state run databases that track e HOPE is a probation program that has principles of swift,

prescriptions for controlled substances to collect certain, and proportionate sanctions. Participants
data from pharmacies so that healthcare providers receive clear rules, frequent random drug screenings,
can see a patient’s controlled substance history. and short-term sanctions (a few days) for violations.
e They help identify potentially harmful combinations  The goal is to make consequences predictable and quick
of pills, monitor trends, prevent misuse, and allow for rather than severe but delayed.
providers to guide their patients towards treatment. Overall, the evidence showed the program has been
Overall, the evidence showed that states that used associated with greater compliance and reduced probation
mandated PDMPs showed reduced risky opioid prescribing violations among participants compared to traditional

behaviors. probation.

Important Policy Implications:

e Drug policy should be continuously evaluated using measurable outcomes, not ideological
benchmarks.

¢ Prevention, treatment, and recovery strategies must be flexible and responsive to data, especially
as substance use patterns evolve.

¢ Long-term population health outcomes should be the primary metric of success.
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